55 


Gods Sovereignty 


AND "I 


Mans Duty” © 
ASSERTED. 


fs File can take «Way, 
| oO. 11 lfat Fre will, 
4 Z. From whom Fe will, 
&. How He will. 
. When He will, 


6, Ihere Be will, 


Gods Sovercignty m Six 
Propoſitions. 


—_ 


. Of Fiumble Actnowlelgmert. 
. Of Grdly bear. 

. Of Corftant Drpend ance, 

. Of Senſible Aﬀed ation, 

6. Of 'Patrent Submijſior, 

| 6. Of Scrious Conſideration. 

{ 7. Of Actual 'Preparatio. 


| WR 


% 
. 


Vans Duty in ſeven par- 
ticulars, 


A > wo 


OR Ie — Tek ZE 


Occaſioned by the Dearh and Burial of che Eminently 
Religious and truly Pious Gentlewoman Martha Shelton, 


Relict of the Right Worſhipfal Manrice Shelton, of 
'Barningham in Suffolk Eſquire, Decealed. 


* 
_— COIs Hons = EIT OO none ee noe 


_ By AR. K. M. A. and Reftor of Royden in Sufſol. 


—_—_———_ — 


W— _ 


—"—— wr een - w_—_—_— hm 


Licenſed according 10 Order. 


= 


- 


TEETER ECreEEERIReeEEs AA WO CAREmoo—s oo os ——— — ca 


= <= -—e—_—_— 


1.ondon, Printed by ohm Richardſon tor the Author, MDCLXXXVIII 


_— 


* 
: 

" 

4 


”. 
z, 
F 


—— — — —— LH —— | — a> Sg 3 


£ ba " So. £2 es.) Ps £ £ Fs " F - 
. "WORRY FOE TR, Ty, © Sonata it: 26 HE Man; bi eogthics 4 ad 


cent 


To the Vertuous, and very Hopeful r__ Gentlewoman , 
WeMartha Shelton, only Daughter of the Right Worſhipful 
 e Maurice Shelton of Barningham in Suffolk, Eſq; Deceaſed, and 
of his Religious and Loving. Confort Mrs. Martha Shelton, 
now alſo Deceaſed. Grace, Goodneſs, and all forts of Felici- 
ty in this World, and the other, be Multiplyed and Perfected. 


Dear Madam, | 
T Hen the ſorrowful News of the Death of your Dear Mother firſt av- 
' rived 1m theſe parts, it was ſo ſudden, and ſurprizing, and ſome 
of ns had ſo lately received Letters from her, written with her own 
Hand, that ſhe was in Health, that we were in hopes it was but a flying Report, 
nade by a Stranger in his paſſage through our Town, who reported he had heard 
ſo. But upon enquiry the news was confirmed by Letters, and then our Hopes 
were ſmallowed up with Grief and Sorrow, at the conſideration of jo great 4 
Loſs; and a general Lamentation accompanied the ſad tydings to as many as 

knew her. 

= -4:d 5f her Lofs did fo ſenſibly touch all that did but know, or hear of her at a 
diſtance, how much more muſt thoſe be affefted with ſorrow and grief, who had 
the Flononr of her Acquaintance, and particular knowledge of her Deſerts, and 
daily experience of her Kindneſſes? If Servants lament, becauſe they have loſt 
fo Lowine, ſo Provident, and ſo Indulgent a Miftreſs : If the Tenants mourn, 
becauſe they have loft ſo Kind, and Merciful a Landlady : If the Poor mourn, 
kv; they have loſt ſo Bountiful and Liberal a Benefattor ; If the Mini- 
ers of Gods Word lament becauſe they have loft ſo ſincere hearted, and fo 
dean handed a Patroneſs ; much more (Dear Madam ) muſt fer Death affett 
you, who have loſt as Loving, as Careful, and as Tender 8 Mother as ever 
lived on Earth, Your Mother was the only Comfort you had in this World, and 
her Preſence was more valuable to you then all things in the World, and you loſt 
ver at ſuch a time as you were loath to have parted with her ; and therefore your 
Eyes cannot be without Tears, nor your Boſm without Sighs, nor your Soul 
without Sorruw, nor your Tonone withont Lamentation, Nor do I diſſmade you 
from being ſenſible of your loſs, and from mourning moderately, upon ſo juſt 
and iy an Occaſion ; for when the Objett of onr Paſſions are not miſtaken, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

nor we exceed in the due meaſure of them, but when we time them aright, and 
da find our Grief and Lamentation to be helps, not hinderers, of our Dewotion, 
"r 11 a word, when we mourn not as Perſons without Hope, but call in Reaſm 
and Religion to accompany our Natural Paſſions, then is our Grief and Lame: 
tation a Teſtimony of our Love to the Memory of our Deceaſed Ericnds, and 
warranted both by, Reaſon, Scripture, and the Examples of the Saints in all Apes 
” But on the contrary, when Perſons mourn immoderately, and ſuffer Nat ine 
to work, alone, without Faith to guide it ; and like Rachel, are in ſuch extre. 


mity of Sorrow, that ſhe refuſed to be Comforted, becauſe her Children were 
not : And in thu alſo King David was to blame, to be ſo tranſported with the 


— 


* wiolence of Paſſion, as to fill the Air with ſuch bitter Cryes and Lamentations 
for Abſalom, 2, Sam. 15. 33. O my fov Abſalom, my ſon, my fon Abla- 


ſom : would God I had dyed for thee, O Abſalom, my ton, my fon. A if 
nothing on this fide Death could give them ſatisfattion, wor no remedy on thu 
ſide being coffin'd up 17 the Grave, could yield them any conſolation: By ſuch 
exceſſive ſorraw we may provoke God, and hurt our ſelves, but can dg- our De. 
cenſed Friends no good, nor reſtore them to Life again. When Chrift ſow the 
W1dow mentioned 11 the Goſpel, lamenting the loſs of her only Son, he ſaid uno 
ker, Weep not, Luk, 7. 13. He did not ſimply and abſolutely forbid all Tears, 
tu juch as were immoaerate and exceſſive, ard in all probability ſuch were hers. 
{ver the beſt are apt to err this way, and in ſuch 5 a Carb ts more needful 
than a Spur. Theſe things I mertiyn to you, knowing that you are of 4a very 
Lina Nature, aid lowing Dijp: furtorr, and fearing theſe may prompt you, upon 
(i.45 Gocafion, to C ceſs Of Grit; ana Sorrow, which in ſome caſes w more dan- 
v(10,4 than a defett , for 44 it ww 4 ſign between Jonathan and David, that if 
i 1s Arrows fell ſhort, there was u9 danger ; fo it. ,with our Aﬀettions, (as to 
} or Aly loffes) there v no ſugh danger ia their falling ſhort, as in their exceſ*. 
Ij :4: roerefore grief has got you alone, and begins to repreſent your loſs in the 
blarke5t and moſt diſmal circumſtances ;, be pleaſed at the ſame time to conſider, 

1. That God lent you what you have loſt, He gave you Parents before He 
took_1/3cm away from you, and that it 15 a Mercy to you, that you had the be- 
refit of thewr Heavenly Inſtruttions, and Piou: Exaniples ſo long, 

2. That your Dear Relations are gainers by the.exchange, they lived to Chriſt, 
ard 5. Paul rells ws, that Death # gain 10 ſuch, Phil. 1. 21. For to me to 
live is Chriſt, and rodye is gain, This World 15 roo narrow to find ſuch 8 


' Place, ſuch Society, and ſuch Accommodations as they have gained. They art 
taken away, but it 1 from Earth to Heaven, from Grace to Glory, from 1hat 
rt of the Church which ts Militant here on Earth, 10 that part of ut which » 
Triumphant in Heaven, they are arrived to a Place of. ſuch Plenty, Peace, 
ler fure, Purity and Perfettion, as admits of no Want, Diſcord, Grief, Sor- 
, 1, Sin, or ſinful Inclinations. They are among ſuch Sockty, 4s adniits of 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
w Vice, nor Imperfeition, and they have ſuch Accommodations as can neither 
be conceived with the Mind, nor expreſſed with the Mouth, 1 Cor. 2. g. For 
2 it is written, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entred into 
<= hearr of man, the things which God hath prepared tor them that love hin. 

3. And if at the ſame t1me you conſider what 1s left you, as well a9 what you 
Lave loſt, you will ſee abundaiit cauſe to awaken your Suu!, and ail that u with- 
in you, to bleſs God for what he bath leſt you, and us pleaſed to continue to you. 
God hath given you ſuch Natural Endowments, that you need rot the Colluſiors 


of Paint to grace your Perſon, vr to get the reputation of a Beauty, , or to be 


vored a Wit of the Times. Ton.have many Powerful, Prudent, and Pious Ke- 
lations, all ready to conſult and endeavour \ your Welfare upon occaſion, and God 
huth- given you ſuch a ſhare and ortion tn the Riches of this World, as you 
have = few to equal you.  Beſiaes God hath ſo Spiritualiz'4 and Sublimated 
theſe Naturgl and Civil Endownients, by Flis Grace and Divine Gifts, as rer- 
ders you not only, Amiable, but Deſireable fo aM. What remains then, ſeeing 
your Deareſt Rlations are gone before you, but that you make ail the poſſible 
ſpeed you can to follow them; Death is a Law that adnits of neither Diſpenſa- 
tion nor Priviledge ;, let us be born under the ſplendor of Palaces, or in the ob- 
ſeurity of Cottages, on Cloath of Gold, or on a Dunghil, among Arras Tuje- 
fries or Cobwebs, nothing can exempt us ; but what d:fſerence ſoever there be in 
or condition of Living, we are all equal in the neceſſity of Dying, and there- 
fore though you are young yet prepare for Death, becauſe it obſerves ror the 
Laws of Nature, but the appoint ment of God : Improve your precious Time iu 
watiing for your change,. and watching for the coming of your Lord, in ac- 
quainting your ſelf more and more with God and Goodneſs, and in working out 
your Salvation, and giving all diligence ro makes your Calling and Eletion ſure. 


I queſtion not but that your Piows Mother (who loved Gods Image in you more. 


then her own) did before her retreat out of this World, inftrutt you what is the 
Rule, the Foundation, the Principle, the Prattice, and the Fnd of the Chriſtt- 
an Religion ; though ſhe be dead, yet lex ker Inſtruttions live in your Memory, 
ard be made viſible 1a your Life and Converſation. Solomon gives pertinent 


advice 10 young ones, that they ſhould remember their Creator in the days of 


their Yomh, or (as the Hebrew reads it ) in tir chooſing days, the remem- 
brance of your Creator will put you in mind of your Redeemer, and conſequently 
of the miſerable ſtare of all 14 arkind by Nature, and what they muſt do to get 
our of that ſtate. If then you remember your Creator ſo as to know and ſerve 
Him, and your Redeemer ſo, 4s to taks His eafie yoke, and light burden upon 
yor ; if you acquaint your ſelf with the nature of thoſe Grace;, by which ye: 
come to be 1mplanted into your Redeemer, and alſo with the nature of thoſe Or- 
ainances, and means of Grace, which God hath appointed, (and as t3the matter 
and outward manner ) bath given you Power to br. 
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 berly, righteoujly and godly in this preſent World ; to hear Gods Word with your 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
feft Holy Habits in your Heart, and theſe are Reading and Hearing his Wort? 
—_—_—_— his Sabbath, by keeping the Reſt of the day, and San ifying thar 
Reft by Publick and Private Worſhiy, and Celebrating his Sacraments, in the 
One cf which you enter into Covenant with Him, and in the Other you renew it, 
theſe are the means to get Grace, which u the Harbenger of Glory. 

And to conclude of you, acquaint your ſelf with the end of all Ordinances, 
Graces, Duties and Profeſſions, which us _ by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 10. 31. 
Whether therefore you eat or drink, or what{oever you do, do all to the 
Glory of God : The Glory of God is and ought to be the great end of all oy 
Thoughts, Words and Attions, all Natural, all Ciuil, all Recreative, and ail 
Religious Aftions, ought to be direfted to this end ; as God is moſt Glorious in 
Himſelf, and moſt worthy to receive Glory from all his Creatures, ſo there is no- | 
thing more dear and precious to God, than His own Glory, His very Life is 
bound np in it, and it 1s ſoeſſential to His Being, that He cannot be God without 
ir, Ifa. 42. 8. Iam Jehovah, that is my name, and -/ fav I not give 

g 


to another, nor my praiſe to graven images : He ” and Breath, and 
all things to us, from Him comes every good and oe. ift, that we have or 
can hope for, He follows us with Mercies from the Womb to the Tomb, and 
fi om the Cradle to the Grave, but His Glory, or the Glory due to Him, He will 
nct give to any thing or perſon whatſoever. If then "you do fix upon this end, 
and chooſe ſuch means and ways as are proper to accompliſh it, and do attually 
endeaucur ro prattice what may conduce to it , as to ao juſtly, and love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God, to deny Net and worldly Bits, and to live y 


Ears, to believe it with your Heart, and to prattice it in your Life, you will 
not only live a happy Life, but dye a bleſſed Death, find a quiet Grave, and 4 
glorious Reſurrettion to Eternal Life : And nothing ſhort of this is any thing 
worth in the Chriſtian Religion, or in point of Salvation, Knowledge without 
prattice 1s but in effett ignorance, Wiſdom is but folly, Faith is but fancy, Love 
is but a complement, Hope is but preſumption, Repentance is but a Zelwſon, and 
the whole of Profeſſion without Prattice, will end in diſappointment and deſperation. 
If what is here or in the following Sermon written, may conduce to your Conſs- 
lation, and the Saluation of any Soul, God will have his Glory, and 1 ſhall have 
my Defign ; God kzows how loath I was to employ my Pen upon this occaſion, e/- 
pecially being under ſuch indiſpoſition of Body, that I am for the moZt part confi- 
ed to my Bed, yet I thought your Condition required it, and your Quality iny;- 
ted to endeavour it, beſides the many Obligations laid upon me by your Dear Fa- 
ther and Mother Deceaſed, who while they lived, even to the laſt gaſp made me 
the objett of their peculiar reſpetts ; alſo my own inclinations did #6 conſtrain and 
preſs me to it, that I could no more abſtain from Writing, then I can from Sub- 
ſeribing my ſelf, your moſt Obliged and Humble Servattt*ts my Power, 
Royden n Suff. May 30. 1688. | 


- Ezekiel xxiv. 16, - 


» Ion of *91an, Bebotd TI'take away from thee the deſire of thine 
. eyes with. 4 ftroke, yet neither. ſhalt than. mourn uar weep, 
. | n:euber ſhall'thy tears run down. &c. | 

s 

t HE Do&trine of Mans Mortality is fo very certain, both from 
- Scripture, Reaſon, and common Experience, that amongſt the: 
{ many wild and wanton Opinions which have been forged, and 
; fent abroad in theſe laſt and worſt of Times, we do nor yet hear 
of any that have ſet up for a freedom from Corporal Death, 


and the Laws of Mortality.  Sorhe have been fo preſumptuous as ro-declare 
penly, both b Tongue and Pen, that they have been freed :from Sin, and 
from all Goſpel Orgindnces, and. ſtared Worſhip, and from Obedience ro 
he Higher Powers in Church and State, and in truth, from all things and per- 
fons, Ant confronted their proud, ſenſual and worldly Luſts ; yer neither 
We drolling Atheiſt, nor the deluded Enthyſfiaſt, nor the vglupcucus Epicure, 
' ror the coyerous Worldling, nor- the diſſembling Hypocrite,. nor the ſuper- 
\ Mfirious 1dolarer, nor the conceited Separatiſt, nor che curbulent Heretick, 
nor the dividing Schiſmatick, nor any fort of Men, th never fo flagiti- 
ouſly wicked, in Principles and Practices, but they all ſubmic to this as an 
Article of their Creed, that all muſt dye. | | 

Bur though this general truth be, conſented to by:all, yet, there are bur 
few that fo lay it to heart or.conſider it'as to make, due preparations. fos it, 
before it come. The generality look ou it as a common thing for perſons to 

yeand be buried, and as foog as the Ceremony of Burial is over, their 
thoughts of, and preparations for Death are over allo. 

To anridote perſons againftfuch inadvertencies,. Salomm draws ups very 
good conclufion, ' Ecclef. 7. 2. It is better to go to the houſe of mourning, 
then to go to the houſe of. feaſitng : And he gives a double reaſon, the firit 1s, 
becauſe rhis is the end of all men, meaning that all muſk dye, and come to 
his conclufion ; the other is, thar-the living will lay it to.his heart; by whuch 
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words he intimates to us the ſtupidity of many men, who ſeldom lay Dea 
to heart till they come ro the houſe of mourning for the dead ; and'he al * 
ſpeaks probably, char if ar any time perſons will conſider where they begaſ}...5., 
and-muſtend,- it will be when they fee {j les of Dearh before them, an ABI 
the dark Chambers of the Grave o and their fellow Creatures, Friend 


and Relations laid down in. Beds of Duft. 


with 
dilpa 


And ſuch a ſpectacle of Mortality is now before us, wherein God hat 6. 
not only ſpoken this by His Word, but hath fulfilled ir by His Providentig whic 
Works, that ſs the-ſolemn Meditation of the one, and the ſerious Conſidsh wy 


ration of the other, might quicken us, not only to hear, but to hearken t: 
{uch Duties as the Text ſhall point out, both for the inſtruction of ſuch x 
are ignorant, the comfort of luch as mourn, and the edification of all. 


. Syn of man, Behold I take away from thee the "deſire of thine oy ow 
-0- with 4 Jiokg, OG © die 


The words in general are a narration what God would do in Ezckiels Fa pie 
mily, andalfo how the Man of God was to behave himſelf under fo great} _. 
loſs. And albeit there is a Typical and Prophetical Sence in them, holding 

forth the deſtriftion of the Famous City and Temple of Jeruſalem, unde -. 
the Type of the ſudden Death of Ezekiels Wife, and alſo of the miſerable 
{tate and condition of the Jews, by the carriage enjoyned the Prophet unde: 
ſo hard lots ; yer there isa plain and literal ſence in them, ſuitable enough t: 
an occaſion of this nature, the particulars of which are as follow. 

1. An humbling appellation, given to the Prophet as IntroduCtory, Son ol , 
"man, or as the: Heb. reads it DT1R32 Son of Adam; Adam was the name 0 
the firſt man, and rhe Holy Ghoſt makes uſe of it to be the appellative name 
of all his Poſterity, *to mind all Men of their Foundation and Concluſion ;, 
that Duſt chey are, ard ro Duſt they muſt return, and to. Antidote them ;+ 
againſt Pride, and Avarice, and to diſpoſe them-to a ſpeedy, entire, ani} . 
conſtznm Tubmiſſion to their Makers Will. | 

2. An Almighty Apent, 1, meaning Jehovah who am from Everlaſting to * 
Everlaſting, and 1n all Divine PerfeCtions Infinite, and abfolutely perfett. Þ þ 

3. A powerful Act, Takeaway : I Take away, or Remove, ,as th | 
word NN? ſignifies, and both thele are a periphraſis of Death, which is : 
_ away, 'or removing of perſons from one place, ſtate and condition to 
another. | 

4. The ſpecial Object of this potent, nt, and powerful Act, the def} | 
fire of thine Eyes; the Septuagint reads it plurally, imovawluare may 09.52 pi 
o« the deſires of thine Eyes, he means his Wife, who by reafon of he: 

Loving 


\ Gods Sovertignty over Flies Creature}. "IO 
. 4ear and defireable to hitn. rl | 1045 of 341) f 21 i; 4 | i] 
; 5s. The manner how God would take her away, expreſb/in! this'word;z | 

T YELADA in percayſione, with a ſtroke, or {miting/;*Here |is nomention made 7 
 "Y ith what Diſeaſe Godſ{mote her,” but this is certaing:this ghei ſtroke ſoon... | 

Fliſparched her, ſhe living but a few hours after ic was given”; + 7: BW 
6. Here is the Aſpect, or note of attention, in this word - NIN Behold, . 
ant which is like the hand in the Margent of a Book, pointing out ſomething to 
ia. be well conſidered,. and duly:obierved. I 
| The whale of. albthefe may be reduced to two general heads. 
1. Goas Abſolme Sovereignty. 
2. Mans Duty. 

Gods Abyſolute Sovereignty is held forth, firſt more generally, and thea 
more particularly. 7 | 
FY (1.) More:generally,' under two Heads. | 1. He doth what He will,- and; | 
2. He Commands what He will to be done. : The Lord firſt tells the Pro, 
her what'He would da, that He would take away; remove, or bereave 
bem of the defire of his Eyes ; aud after that He enjoyns him more. than.an- | 
. | ordinary Obedience, both Active and. Paſſive, he muſt not. mayra, nor weep, 
oF nor uſe thote Funeral Rites, . which were: both Lawful and Laudable. : 


affected, and wounded with fo great a laſs 3 without Aoubtthe was ready 
enough to have expreſt his inward grief, by mourning, WROPAEs and other 
forrowful expreſſions, and not to mourn, nor Weep, nor ſhew; any. ſenti-. 


x. 


pratice, or made a general Rule, bur. perſons may mourt: and-;weep, -and; - | 
'F expreſs their inward grief for the laſs of their, Relations,; b abba FT A 
birs, Geſtures, and other Funeral Rites ; yet this at once ſhews us the Ab- i 
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ty; and. Peerleſs Prchemminay of Jehbvah, Ideſign not to infiff ruppn |; 
It, by way of: cammon place, bur' to make uſe only of. whas 1 and in i 
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| - Cads Sovereignty over His Creaturer, 
Text, and nmy be pertigent to the occaſion for which it was choſen, and 
this I ſhall do ( for the grarifying of weak Memories) in theſe Propoſitions or 
Concluſions res”, & 7 | | 
. 8. Propoſition. © 'I hat God can take away. Son of man, Behold I talg 
away: 1 can do it of my felt, and I can doit without the leave or help of 
any other. "Taking away in this lence is an Act of the Higheſt Power, and 
moſt proper to Fchovah. as being Primitively and Fundamenrally in Him, 
Pſal. 62. 11. God hath ſpoken once ;, tuvice have I heard it, that povver be- 
longeth unto God : The Hebrew reads it, Power to Elohim, to note to us that 
God is not only Powerful, but Power it ſelf ; and therefore in the Holy 
Language, nothing is pur between them : Hence He is called, 1 7im.6. 15. 
par Irdcns the only Potentate ; for though there be many Potentates in 
the World, yet the Power and Potency of 7ehovah is to Primitive, ſo Radi- 
cal, fo ke:damencal, and fo Incomparable, that all Power is as nothing in 
———_ of His, yea, it we traceai Power tothe Fountain, it Centers 
in Hm, - and Heis the'only Potentare.. ' And though there is a fence in which 
riot'only Men bur Satan is {aid ro have Fower to _ away ; yet this is cer: 
tain that che power by which they have or'can rake away, muſt ſome way 
or other come from Jehovah, and therefore what Chriſt {aid to Pil/are when 
p epwerty the:Power he had ro Crucifie, or to releaſe him may be 1aid to 
/thiit are if Power in Churct or State, '! Fob! 19. 11. Jeſus anſwered, thou 
cortaft hat molpomer at' all apiinſt nieexcepr it wvere given. thee (from above : 
He doth-norfleny but char Pilare had Power to rake away His Life, but He 
minds hiny from whencethat Power came, and rhat it was bur: a derivarive, 
perniiffive; and ſubordinatePower, which was given him from God above, 
——_ ought to improveitfor, and not againſt God above; and 
ac 


s mit be/Accbuntable-ohetimie orrother-to.'God above, how. he had 


9/Power, | 05 7 


'God aMimesthis At of taking away to Himſelf, not_ only in this Text, 
but” in 'matly ether places of 'Scriprure, and we find his own people alſe pur- 
ih hl aff vpo Him 5: Job g: v2. Behold be taketh amay, whoican bind:r 

#2 Ti srerrahy thiatnot only Saran, bur many other;' boch things and per- 
ſors) wete eniployed. in raking por from 50b, "yer" he paſſes by: all / Fitru - 
ments; and puts this Att-upon God, and ſaith; Behold be takerb away,” aid 
then aſſerts His ablolute Prerogative by making'a challenge toall Creatures, 


"- 


| bethey never fo many to unite, or potent correfi{t}, or :politick 10:perſwade, 


who will fay unto Him, what doſt thou ? Gods Power is ſuch thar'no man 
ol _ Pp thought, orifpealc-.a'word; much leſs lifr'up '4hand or foo! 
Ht Him ; nd/if they (ſhould he hach »both "might and right ro: vindicate: 
n{elf 2gamft all oppojbrs ;- So then we lay this as'the Baſis of all the other 


Pro 


” Mw qQH 


CONE UND I I Foe EL Th —=— © © 


Gods Sovereighty over: His Creature). 
Propoſitions, that God cath gary - without the leave.:or. help 
Creature in Heaven or Farth, yea, though all perfons, and RR + 
ftruments, and ſecond cauſes ſhould' ſtand neuter. Nay, ;though j 
ſhould all prove diſſoyal, and combine againſt Him, yet: On 
His work, bur neither Men, nor Devils, nor ary Creature, can [take away 
without leave and permiſfion from Him. 7 y Th 3 bar 

2. Propoſition ;, That God cantake away what He will 2 Soz of :marn, be- 
bold I rake away the deſire of thine eyes 3, thy Wife, thy bofom. Friend, thy 
Companion in all condirigns, that which is the neareſt and deareſt Comfort 
thou haſt in this World; that which thou ſo much delights to ſee, to hear, 
and ro converte with, that which thou valueſt above all Worldly Comforts, 
and that which will grieve thee above a!l things to part with, though ſhe be 
the deſire of thine eyes, and her pretence and continuance with thee would 
be the joy of thy heart, yet irs my will ro rake her away from thee, Job 
23. 13. it's faid, That what his Soul deſireth even that he doth ; Here is ablo- 
lure Sovereignty proper to Jehovah alone, ail competible to.none ele; 
Pſa. 135. 6. Whatſoever the Loyd pleaſed that did he in beaven,' and in earth, 
mdin the ſeas, and all deep places : This Nebachadnezzavr, one of the great- 
eſt Monarchs on Earth in his time, (after he had been turn'd co graſs) did in- 
gerruouſly confeſs, Dar. 4. 35. when his underſtanding or reaſon. returned 
to him, That Gods dominion was an everlaſting dominion, and: bis kingdom 
from generation to- yeneration + And all the inbabitants of the earth arc reputts. 
as of; rome and he aoth atcording t0 his will in'the army of veaven, and amnoug 
the inhabitants of the earth, ws none can- ſt ay his has or. ſay unto him, What _ 
arjt thou ? The meaning of all which places is, that Gods power, and His 
quly is purely Arbitrary, and no limirs or circles, or bounds put to it, but 


His own will. . e P92 hz TRE (Nt 
If Satan! and his inſtruments had power to act — their wills, 
what miſchief would rhey not a&t ? Satan is faid ro walk: t: as a roaring 
Lyon, but if he were as potent as willing he would foon aCt the parr' pf. a 
devouring Lyon. Solomon tells us, Eccl. g. 18. One ſinner deſtroys much * 


by his power and authority in Church or State may deftro 

what then will a whole combinarion of 1uch ſinners do. ? How ready a 
m_— ſuch are ro combine againſt God and'Goodneſs,. and how hardly.the 
are taken off from _—_— on their deſigns, and what difficulties they wi 
encounter before they will deſiſt, both Scriprure and Experience do ſuſfici- 


ently reftifie' ; and when- Jehova/ in His wife Providence tnfatuates: them, 
diftppeintsthem, '+nd-rakes them in their own: craftineſs, that cheif-.barids Þ 
cannot perforni'theirenterprizes}! but theyrare forced 16: deſift: for went af | 

B 2 power, | 


[| 
; 
| 


good; and if one impenitent {inner by his counſel, advice, or — or | 
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_—— Gods Sovereignty-over His Creatures, 
er, ' yet eventhen they are willing to carry. .on their wicked. deſigns if 

a had but power ; and in this the Devil muſt accept of their will Fo the 
deed, and of the affection for action ; and its happy for the World that all 

wer but Gods is limited, and that His power only runs parallel with, and 
rvpak other bounds but His own Will and Pleaſure. 

And this {till further proves the ablolute Sovereignty of Jehovah, in that 
He can take away what He wiil, He can if He pleates rake away- our Per. 
fonal, our Family, our Congregational, our National Bleſſings : He can if 
He pleaſes take vane; Foe Peace, our Plenty, our Health, our Libertics, 
yea andour Lives : He can if He pleaſe make fad rents and breaches in Fa- 
milies, Churches and States : He can pull Fleſh from Fleſh, one near and 
dear Relation from another, Husbands from Wives, and Wives from Hus- 
bands, Parents from Children, and Children from Parents, Miniſters from 
People, and People from Miniſters ; and fo of all relations of pertons God 
can take them if he pleaſes one from another, though they be never ſo near 
and dear, uſeful and beneficial one to another ; though they be never ſo. un- 
_ ropart one from another, yet He can take away what He pleatcs, 
though it diſpleaſe us never fo much. | 

3. Propoſition ; God can take away what He will from v hom He will. 
Son of man behold take from thee: Ezekiel was a famous Frophet, who 
had viſions from Gad, and now enjoys.the viſion of God ; he was Gols 
mouth to his people, and his peoples mouth to God ; but though he, was 
Gods Herauld; Gods Ambaſſadour, Gods Friend and Favourite, and hs iu 
timate acquaintance; yet Son of man, behold I take from thee. We may 
not think that either riches or poverty, ſtrength or weakneſs, liberry or 
bondage, ' peace:or wat, youth-or age, piety or impiety, can exempr any 
from the abſolute Sovereignty of God ; but He can take away noc only whar 
He will; bur from whom:He will 3: whether ic be from fingle -perlons, or 
Families, or :whole| Nations, the 'mighry{ſinners of the Old World who 


_ blaſphemedGotand contemned Religion, - were not exempted from C ods 


' 


Supremacy ; for God took them away with a deluge of water. See alfa 
what God did ro His own people when they apoſtatized from Him... 1/a. 3. 
1; 24.31 For behold, the Lord the Lord of hoſts doth take'awey. from. Jeruſalem, 
nd from Judah, the tay and the ſtaffe ; the whole. ſtay of bread and the 
whole. ſtafft of+ water : The mighty:man, and the man vf war, the Juage and 
rh* prophet, rhe prudent and.the ancient, the captains of hfiy, and the honour - 
abt. man, andthe counſellour, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator. 
, 1. "ſeareſad judgments threarned | and qnflicted, no lets then the total 
fubverion'of Church andState, and this muſt be effected by raking away 
what would make therh-bappy,, and by beſtowing upon, them, what, would 


tend 


Gods Soverciguty over His Creatures. 7 


end to their ruine, and both theſe acts are attributed tro Gods Supremacy, 
and both againſt Jeru/a/em and Judah, who were once fo dear to Hun. For 
behold the Lord of Hoſts doth take away from Je, _ and Judah. 

7b was a perfect and an upright man, one that feared God and etchewed 
(or turn'd from ) evil ; yet thoſe excellent qualifications did not exempt him 
from Gods Prerogative, but Cod took from him all his Worldl, enjoyme:us 
and Earthly comforts ; and if God do thus to His Friends, what may Eis 
Foes expect ? If the Bodtes of Saints which are 1emples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be tubject ro be enflamed with hot burning Feavers, and ſhaken with cold 
Agues, to be griped with Gouts, aud roitured With the Stone, to be waſted 
with Conſumptions, and their Lives to be taken away by Death ; ho , 
mich more the Bodies of wicked Men, which are Temples where the un- 
hol y Ghoſt dwells: If God lays His ;\xe co the roots of tuch Trees as grow 
in His own Vineyard, which bring forth not only the Buds and Leaves of a 


formal Profeſſion, but the real and plealanc Fruits of Holinets and Righie- 


outnels 3 and hews do in their Health by Sicknels, their Wealth by Pover- 
ty, their Peace by War, their Liberties by Bondage, and their Lives by 
Death ; then much more are ail ſuch 1rees as grow wild, and are barre, 
or at leaſt fruitful in nothing but vice and wickednels, and do bur cumber 
the Earth where they ſtand, to be not only hewn down, bur caſt into the 
fire that burns with the brimſtone of Gods wrath for ever and ever. To 
c:clude, if Judgmenc begin at the Houſe of © od, what ſhall the end be of 
them that obey not the Golpel ; if God can take away what He will from 
7b, from Ezekiel, and from His Faithful ones ; let not any Ferlons of whar 
Sex, Age, Quality, Degree or Calling whattoever think of an exemption 
from the lame abſolute Sovereignty. 

4. Propoſition God can take away what He will trom whom He will ; 
hw or in What manner He pleaſes : Son of man, leold I take away from 
thee the deſtre of thine eyes with a ſtrike. He doth not only tell the Prophet 
what He would take from him, but how He would do it, aud that was with 
a ſtroke or ſmiting ; there is no mention made with what Malady the Lord 
lmote her, bur irs evident ſhe lived bur a few hours after ir was given ; both 
the Syriackh, and Arabick! Verſion reads it with a ſudden ſtroke, to note to us, 
ſhe dyed ſuddenly ; ſhe was alive in the Morning and dead in the Evening. 
C.ods Prerogative is luch that He can take our Comforts from us, or us from 
our Comforts in what way or manner He pleateth. God can if He will 
{ummon perſons to Death by Sickneſs, and give them warning of the laſt 
enemy before it come : He can ſend the ordinary antecedents of Death, 
Sicknelſes and Dileales, that ſhall confine them for ſome time roctheir Cham- 
bers or Beds of Affliction, and ſo weaken them gradually, till Nature is 


ſpent, 
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the Soul in the Pody, and at laſt ſtarve or tyre it our of its Habita.jon, And 
if He pleaſes He can command Breath ſuddenly out of our Noſtrils, and 
violently blow our the Lamp of Life, and thruſt the Soul out of the Fody 
in a moment, when there 1s not the leaſt appearance of Death upon us. 
How ſuddenly wereall 7obs Children taken away, that he heard they were 
all dead before he heard any of them were ſick. It is taid of the Sodomires, 
that they were haughty, and committed abomination before the Lord, there- 
fore the Lord took them away as he thought good ; Ezth. 16. 5o they ſin- 
ned as they thought good, and God took them away as He thought good; 
the Lord thought good to take away the ſ1ners of the Old World by Wa- 
ter, and the filthy Sodomites by Fire, and Schitmatical Corah and his follow- 
ers by opening the Earth to twallow them up, and the hard hearred Foy: 
tians with all their mighty Army, by drowning them all in the Red Sea ; 
Examples of this nature might be given in great plenty, both in the Hol 

Scriptures, and Secular Hiſtories, in what divers modes God hath been 
pleaſed to take away ; ſome by Fire, tome by Water, ſome by Peſtilence, 
ſome by Famine and fome by Sword, ſome ” caſualties and unexpected ac: 
cidents, ſome by one means and ſome by another ; ſome by a natural, others 
by a violent death ; ſome are taken away ſuddenly, others dye a lingring 
death ; ſometimes He lightens and gives warning before He thunders, and 


ſomerimes He ſhoots ſuch darts as fly fwiftly, and wound morrally, and all | 


as He pleales. 

5. Propoſition ;, God can take away what He will, from whom He will, 
how He will, and when He wil!. T he- Prophet Ezekiel was'in Caprivity 
when the Lord faid, Son of man, behold I takg away from thee the deſire of 
thine eyes with a ſtroke. I take her away, now at this time, now thou /art 
in Captivity and among thineEnemies; yet now Itake away thy beſt Friend, 
to whom thou mayeſt in ſafety unboſom thy ſelf, and who would be a great 
comfort to thee in all rhoſe forrows thou meeteſt with in this 'time o£ re- 
ſtraint : It had been a great favour if God would have been- pleaſed to have 
{pared her a while longer, till the time of captivity had been/over, or until 
ſhe her ſelf had been more ripe in nature for that Eternity that Death ſud- 
denly called her to ; butto be taken away at ſuch a time, and in fo ſhort a 
time, muſt needs trouble him-the more, yet Gods abſolute Sovereignty an- 


1 fwersall. Job 21. 23, 24, 25, 26. One dyerh in his full ſtrength ' being wholly 


at eaſe: and quitt : And another dyes in the bitterneſs of his foul; and never 
eaterh with pleufure, they fhall lye down alike in the duft, and the' worms ſball 
cover them, To teach us that Death ſerzeth equally-upon all, and-makes all 

equal ; 


ſpent, and the Lamp of Life burnt out and conſumed : He can cauſe the 
Mefſengers of Death to continue long upon the Pody, and as it were beſiepe 


of at 


Yet! 


al, and that Death doth not obſerve the Laws of Nature, but the ap- 
ge Joincment of God, andalſo to teach us thar Leſſon that King Dawa had 
nd Warned, P/al. 31. 15. Ay times are in thy hands : He means my times of 
cknets and Health, my times of Plenty or Want, of Liberty or Bondage, 


nd LY 

ly Proſperity or Adveriity, my times of Living and Dying are in the hands 
WM 50:4h, ro difpote of as He pleates, and none knows when he ſhall be 
re (ken from time into Erernity. Sometimes God gathers His Fruit when it 


sgreeti ; lometimes He !uffers it to grow till it be ripe; and ſometimes He 

$ it Crow till it beas we lay, rotten ripe ; and irs well for perſons that 

heir runes are not in their own hands, nor in tne hands of their friends nor 

emics, bur in the hands of God, whote Sovereignty juſtihes Him in a'] 

ledoin. 

6. Propoſition ; God can take away whar He will, from whom He will, 
ow and when He will, andalio where or in what place He pleaſes. Exze- 

d Wife was taken away in Baby! ; Phararh and the Foyprrans muſt dye 

ithe Red Sea z Adoſcs that Man of i.od muſt dye in the Land of Moab ; 

hough God fhewed him tne promiſed Land, and he law it with his eyes, 
nd was qualified every way to haveled the Children of /ſracl imtoit ; for 
Is (41d that though he was an hundred and cwenty years old, yet his Eye 
#45 uot dim, nor his Natural Force abated ; Dew. 34. yer he muſt nor go 
wer into it,” but dye inthe Land of 1doab. There isa truth in that faying 
common among the V ulgar, that perions may te:il where my were born, 
but know not where they thall dye ; and not only ail Hiſtory but our own 
perience teacheth us, what mulrcirudes have breathed out their Souls in 
ch places as they never expected ; {ome at home, {ome abroad, fome in 
je City, others in the Country ; tome in Pritons and Dungeons, others on 
Gibbers and Scaffolds z whatever perions have, they know not when or 
vhere they may loſe it ; but whenioever or whereloever it pleaſes God to 
ke away what we have, His abtolute Sovereignty juſtifies Him in all. 

Pur all theſe together and we have a full demonſtration of the abſolute 
Sovereignty, the peculiar Authoriry, and peerlets Preheminency of Jehovah. 

1. He,can take away; 2. What He will; 3. From whom He will ; 
4 How or in what manner He will; 5. When He pleates; 6. And where 
or 4n what places He pleales. 

We now come to the {econd part of the Text, Mans Dy, in this note 
of attention which fronts the Text, Hehold, which is not only an aſſertion 
of the eruch of what is ſpoken, bur a call to Man, to whom it 1s ſpoken,-for 
everal Duties, and: Hoth in general reach us'this Leſſon. 

That, whenit pleaſeth God to make uſe of His abſalnte Sovereignty in taking 

$#14y, i 15. Mans Duty to berold. | SY 
iS 


Gods Sovereignty over Bis Creaturer, - my 
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This is-in truth a proſpects be beheld, not only with an Eye of Se ftv 
and Reaſon, bur withan Eye of Faith. In Providential works of this | 
ture, Sence preſents matter to Reaſon, and Reaſon preſents ir to Faith, @ 
both ought to joyn in this work ; and if perſons have either y ty 


inſight for any of the Providential works of God, acted upon the {tage} 3s: 5 


this World, much more ſhould they have for ſuch works, wherein to mu" 
of Gods Sovereignty and peculiar Authority doth appear, and wherein pefſj&*” 
{ons themlelves are {o intimately concerned, that it 1s to be feared, nothin}999 \ 
in an ordinary way will tofren the hard hearts of perions, if ſuch work$'s * 
do not. when 
The ſumof Mans Duty implyed in this word Behold, we ſhall plain mole 
and fully lay before you in theſe following particulars. whe! 
1. Pehold and acknowledge God the principal Author of all thole log} 
or Providential ditpenfations that befal you, be they never 1o ſad and diff L 
mal. "Thus God would be beheld in the Texr, not only for a giver but k he hy 
a taker away, when He faith to the Prophet, $02 of man, behold 1 take away for it 
And thus we find Feb under the lois of all he had in this World, acknoy7'* 
ledging Jehovah both in giving and taking away ; Job 1. 21. The Lord ga"): 
ond the Lord hath taken away, Its certain that both the Sabeans and <« 
Chaldeans, and the Fire from Heaven, and the Wind from the Wilderne(ſ* | 
were employed in taking away from Job, yet he paſſes by all thoſe In conſt 
ments, and fecond Caules, ro the Chief Agent aud firſt Cauſe, taking ne And 
vher good nor evil out of the hands of any Creature, bur agnizing and « clart 
knowledging the Creator in all. "I here are ſome of Gods Diſpe Sarions 
dark and deep, and come o ſuddenly and unexpectedly, that ſome perfor 
are ready to conclude thar all falls out by chance, ous, or fortune ; bi 
whatever perlons may conjecture, this is very certain, that all things 
under Divine appointment. 7 he Prophet puts forth a queſtion and retolv 
it; Amos 3. 6. Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done t 
By evil he means nor ſinful, but parnal evils ; the evils of fin whether « 
the City or Conntry, is Mans doing, bur the evil of puniſhment in the Ci 
or Country are © ods doing, and they are 1o upon this ground, beca 
they cannot be done wichout Him. He hath Men and Devils, and all Cre: 
tures, and their operations ; yea, and all ſicknefles, diſeaſes, and une 
pected accidents in His Hands, and they cannot touch us but by permiſſionſ**! 
from Him ; His Hand is inall our forrows, and therefore we ought to ac 
knowledge Him in -all. And as Man ought to acknowledge Gods Provifj.®"! 
dence in all he meets with, fo ar the ſame time he ought to behold and ac}* 
knowledge himſelf to be a poor, weak; vain and inconſiderable Creature;Þ"* 
even then when he is inthe greateſt proſperity, and higheſt accompliſhments big] 
R if i 


Pro: 
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this World canafford him ; he muſt not forget.the title here given to the 
Propher, Sou of man, or Son, of Adam, or Earth; heis bur a frail Earthen 
MVeſlc!, but newly come from:the Earth, and lives upon it, and muſt ſhortly 
return to it : See what is predicated of Man in his moſt florid ſtace, Pſalm 
Mg. 5. Behold thou haſt made my days 4s an kand breadth, and mint age 1s as 
M 1:4:11.2 before thee ; werily, every man at hs beſt ſtare 15 altogether vanity, 
B51: He begins this Sermon with a verily, and concludes it with a Selah ; 
Wand what is ic that muſt be {o pauſed upon, and carefully raken notice of ? 
Wits this, that every Man, Jet him be who or what he will, ar iis belt ſtate, 
when he is moſt lively aud luſty, healchy and wealthy, when he» hath all 
thoſe accompliſhments that may render him moſt couſtderable in this World, 
whe: his excellency mounts up to the Heavens, and his head reacherh unto 
the Clouds, yet then heis nor only vain, bur vanity it telt, and alrogether 
{o, both as to his inſide and outſide ; he is then {abject and lyable to have all 

he hath taken away from him, and utterly unable co Keep it when God calls 
lorit. Pſalm 62. g. Surely men of high degiee are _—_ arid men of low 
agree are a lie : to be laid in the ballance, they are altogether lighter t9.:21 var 
my. By Men of high degree and Men of low degree are meant all degrees 

of Men, and by vanity and a lye are meant all kinds of uncertainty ; and 
that perſons might not row wn pals by this Doctrine, but dwell upon the 


conſideration of it ; he begins with a ſurely, and concludes with a Selah. 


and alchough vain Man in his proſperity will not conſider this, the duſt and 
catr-r of Worldly things, fills the heads, hearts and hands of perſons fo 
full, chat they have not time ; yer when it pleaſes God to exercite His S0- 
rereipnty by tmiring them with tome Mortal Dileale, which takes them oft 
Woridly bufinets, and confines them to their Chambers and Beds of pain 
and forrow, and f{igns certain {entiments of Death upon them, then they 
will all fer their Hearts and Tongues to this Truth, that Man at his beſt ſtate 
5alrogether and all over vanity. 
2. Behold, and ſtand in awe and fear before Jehovah, not only the Excel- 
ency of His Reing, but His Supream Authority ; render Him an Object to 
Mt feared. We naturally fear all thoſe perſons who have power over our 
bodies. Solomon tells us, The wrath of a king us as meſſengers of death ; 
x$/70%. 16. 14. and one reaton is, becauſe a King hath power, and can find 
W-_alry means to execute his wrath ; he can ealily write his wrath in Cha- 
cters of Bloed upon ſuch as offend him. 1f our beings or well beings as 
Yo this preſent Life, did depend upon any mortal Man, , ow careful ſhould 
ve be to pleaſe, and how fearful to diſpleaſe fuch ; how much more ſhould 
| ve itand in awe of Jehovah, who is King of Kings, Lord' of Lords, and 
offfigher than the higheſt ; by whom Kings Reign, and to whom they _ 
f C a 
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all give an account at Death and Judgment, from whom every good and ſg 
every perfect gift comes, in whom we live, move, and have our being; pre 
and upon whom we depend for whatever we have or can hope for. -# 

When our Saviour ſaw His Diſciples to be endangered by the ſlaviſh fer fÞ 
of Men, He preſcribes this fear of God to cure all other fears 3 Ll 12. 1 
4 5- And I ſay unto you my friends, be riot afraid of them that kill the body re: 
and after that, have no more that they can do , but Twill forewarn-you whonW ty, 
yoh ſhall fear : Fear him, which after he hath killed, hath powcr to caſt in ygt 
hell; yea, I fay unto you ;, Fear him. 

The utmoſt ſtretch of Mans power, though armed with malice, can buf 1g; 
Kill the Body, which is but the mortal and meaner part of Man, nay Mans | 
power cannot go {o far without permiſſion from God, but the power  1nc 


 Godcan __ where Mans power ends : He can kill and caft the Soul intofl © 
( 


Hell, therefore Chriſt preſcribes this, not only as an Antidote againſt, buf | 
the Cure of all other ſlaviſh, finful and diabolical fear whatſoever. "ar 
That is pertinent Advice given by the moſt Evangelical Prophet, 1. 
SV. 13. Santtifie the Lord of boſts himſelf, and ler him be your fear, and tÞ hin 
him be your dread. Such a fear ought to be joyned with this note of atten i 
tion in the Text ; and it is nothing elſe but fuch an aiyful reverential regard Mc 
to the Divine Majeſty in all His Di{coveries and Providential Diſpenfarions,W anc 
as powerfully ſtirs up perſons to do what = can to pleaſe Him, and tf hac 
ſhun and avoid whatſoever they think will difpleate Him. ” 
This Holy, this — Fear of the Lord is a Goſpel Duty ; yea it «| dig 
the ſum of the everlaſting Goſpel ; it's the great Principle of Religion, or 
which purifies and enlarges the hearr ; it brings perſons to God and keep Fe: 
them wich Him, it makes perſons very careful to put fin out of their hearts, ſl 
lips and lives, and to Keep it out that it return not; ir alſo makes perfor} but 
watchful to take all opportunities of doing and receiving good, it's not onlyſſ ed 
a'Grace, but comprehends all C,races ; P/al. 14.26. In the fear of the Lin 
3s ſtrong confidence. Confidence is the higheſt Act of Faith that mortal Mar 
can attain to in this World ; it's thar Act of Faith whereby the Soul receive 
Chriſt upon His terms and condiricns ; and relies upon Chriſt according t! 
His Promiſe, and is perſwaded, yea fully perſwaded that He will be s 
ood as His word. This fear dares encounter difficulties, and is victorios 
againſt all oppoſites : See one Example of the activity and ſtrength of thi 
fear in Noah, when the Lord forewarned him of the deftrudtion of the Old 
World, and bade him make an Ark of Gopher Wood for his fafery, Ger 
6G. 13. And God ſaid unto Noah, the end of all fleſh is come before me ; th 
earth js filled with violence : and behold, T will Fw them with the earth wh 
Noah did behold what God ſaid by an Eye of Faith, and that Faith egy eve 
0 
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Holy Fear, and that Fear moved his Faith, and both acted their parts in his 
pre ervation z Heb. 11.6. By faith Noah being warned of God, of things 
mt [ten as yet, moved with fear ay is an ark_ro the ſaving of bis houſe, &c. 

Noah by an Eye of Sence ſaw a deluge of fin in the Old World, and by 
an Eye of Faith he faw a deluge of water coming to deſtroy them ; and his 
Fear made him to ſhun the ſm, aid ro provide tor the danger ; - we caunor 
but think rchere were very many iunpediments and hinderances in the way 
both of his Faith and Fear. As, 

(1.) The work was great, and very expenſive, enough to dilcourage 
both che aCtings of his Fauh and his Fear. 

(2.) The time when he was to begin to build the Ark, it was one hundred 
and rwenty _ before, yet his Faith believed it, and his Fear moved hiny 
to begin without delay. 

(3.) All che reſt of the World wereof a contrary mind, he muſt be folt- 
ary in this work without any to zoyn with am. 

(4.) He was to believe thar God would drown all the World, except 
him and his Family. 

(5.) We may conjecture he met with many a ſcoff and flour from the 
Men of the Old World ; with what icorn would they look upon ſuch a Faith 
and {uch a Fear ? How would they queſtion what he meant, what madneſs 
had intoxicated his Brain, to think there ſhould fall waters from the Skies 
todrown all the VVorld ? And if there did not, how could he fail that pro- 
digious Veſſel on dry Land ? Noah was not taken off by any thing they ſaid 
or did ; his Faith aſſured him what God had ſaid would come to pats, and his 
Fear moved him ro lay in proviſion for his own age 

3. Behold and conſtantly depend upon God, not only for what you want, 
but for the continuance of what you have. Perlons that are high and cloath- 
ed with power, do not only love, but look to be truſted to and leaned 
upon, and the higher they are the more they would be truſted. Even the 
Bramble, a baſe and fruitleſs ſhrub, when che Trees had choſen it to reign, 
cou'd preſently fay, if in truth you anoint me King over you, then come 
and put your eruſt in my ſhadow, Judg. g. 14, 15. Soveraignty, though 
in aihrub, would have all to rely wholly upon it for ſhelter and ſafety ; 
much more ſhould Jehovah be truſted and depended upon, who is God over 
all, bleſſed for ever. J/a. 26. 4. Tru in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Jerouah ts everlaſimmg ſtrength. Something or other perſons will have to 
rut co, if rhey truſt not in the Creator they will all in foine Creature, 
or ather, in Corporal-Strength, Riches, or 1n the Arm of Fleſh, or in Man 
wiole-Breath is in his Noſtrils ; bur faith the Prophet, Tru in the Lord for 
tver, upon this ground, far 1 the Lord Jehovah  cuerlaſting ſtrength, He 
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is ſtrong in Wiſdom, Power, "Goodneſs and Truth, and Everlaſtinpf. {, 
Pſal. 62. 8. The like advice 13 given, Truft in the Lord at all tim: " 
people ; and he gives this reaſon in the 11th verſe, That power belonss 111; Þ 5 
God. Abſolute OY Supream Power and Peerlels Authoriry, ren 
ders God an Object to be ruſted to by all people, ar all times, in all places, Þ «a 
{tares and conditions. Hath God given you natural, artificial, civil, or (pi. ple 
ritual good things 5 Have you Wiſdom to contrive, Power to: a&t, and mn; 
Riches and Relations to ſecond you in ail you do ? Bleſs God for all, but 4 ÞÞ {3 
not truſt in any thing or perion whatioever, Supream Power may ſoon blat | 
all, Eccl. g. 11. 1 returned ard ſaw under the firm, that the race is wit W if, 
rhe ſwift, nor the battle 10 the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor ya Wl {ui 
riches 19 men of underſtanding, nor yet favour to men of kill, but time ard Ml thi 
cance (or milchance) happererh 14 1/1cn all, Who better accompliſhed to 1: 
win a race thana ſwifr man ? Or to win a battle-than a ſtrong man ? VhoÞ tin 
more like to get bread than a wiſe man, 'or favour than a. man of skiil ! te 
Who would not lay ren to one on the fide of. perſons thus accompliſhed ? Þ ta 
And more inſtances might be added : Who more likely to live than perions Þ ac 
who are young, ſtrong and healthful, or to perfwade than the Eloquent I an 
Orator, or to conquer in a Diſpute than- the Learned Lopician, yer mil- I th 
chances, unexpected accidents and {ad difappointments, may befal: all forts I at 
of perſons and their actions, ory. they benever.ſo well qualified to ac- iſ 
compliſh lawful enterprizes ; and the reaton given is,that time and chance (or Þ vo 
rather miſchancey happens ro them ail. "The twife man may meet with a fall, MW m: 
the ſtrong wich a wound, or ſomething to weaken him, and to of all the I ne 
relt ; the Providence of God {uperſedes all perſons and all operations ; and 
abſolute Sovereignty can take away what He-pleaſes., from:whom He ſ ha 
pleaſes, how, where, and-when He pleaſes. | | 
4. Behold, and be deeply ſenſible of, andReligiouſly affected with prief W te 
and forrow for yaur loſs : If rhe Fropher had not been expreſly forbidden I tal 
ro mourn, weep, and ſhed tears, ' there is no queſtion bur he would have m 
expreſſed his inward ſorrow by outward lamentation ; nay-ir had been both @ oi 
unnatural and conrary to the practice of the'Jews, to have omitred. viſible WM th 
expreſſions of his affections for'the loſs of ſo near a Relation. What hedid W th 


in this cafe he had a particular command for -from Gods own mouth ; anc Wſ co 
without ſuch a particular command we have-no warrant to. follow his exam- W nc 
ple ; but when God takes away our Relations, or fellow Chriſtians, or = W 
things or pexſons.thar are dear and uſefulro us, we ought to be ſenſible of,  m 
and deeply affeCted with our lots : Abrabam'mourned 'and wept for his be- cl 
loved VVife Sarah, Ger. 23.2. The Egyptians mourned ſeventy dayes fo! 

Jacob, and his Children lamented him teven dayes more, Ger. .50. 3, 10 a 


David 
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David mourned for Saul, and his good Friend Jonathan, all Judah and Je- 
m{:lcm, yea and Jeremiah the Prophet, mourned and lamented the loſs of 
79/i2b, 2 Chron. 35. 24, 25- Devout men made great lamentation for S:c- 
oheir, Acts B. 2. And we read of weeping for Dorcas, Acts 9. 30. It were 
eaſe ro give many inſtances, how both the light of Nature, and the exam- 
ples of Saints in all Ages do commend this Duty to us; and it was an argu- 
me:1: of Gods anger againſt 74/441, that no man ſhould lament his death, 
lay, Ah my brother, 07 al) fijrer, ain lord, or ai hes gi y, "JE 2.2- 3% 

And we find the want of this laid as a great crime to the Jews of old; 
fa. $7. 1. Therightc:'s perijhetn, and 30 may Wwyerb it tobeart , and HEN 


| 


iul ea are taken away, 1099 Confidering that the rigmieous is taken away from 
the evil to come. The Prophet in this Text Lamears both the loſs of good 
men, and the ſtupidiry of thoic rhat lurvived. There were ſome in his 
time among the Jews that were Righteous, both by Converſion and by Con- 
terſarion, and thele were alto merciful men, or men of mercy ; theie were 
nk away by Death, aud turely this was a very great lois, for theie are 
acommon good, a general bleſſing, and under God the ftrength, the pillars, 
and the ſafety of the places where they Ikve 5 when we lole thete we lote 
the benefit of their good advice and counſel, and of their juit and featon- 
able reproof when we do ill, and of cheir commendarions when we do 
well ; we allo loſe the benefit of their prayers ; thele are the V Vorlds ad- 
vocares, both to prevent Judgments and procure Mercies ; when fin hath 
made breaches thele itand in the gap to prevent detoJation ; we loſe the be- 
nefir of their good works, and of their pious examples. | 

One would have thought that as loon as the news of theſe Mens deaths 
had couched their Ears, that they would have been wounded at the heart 
with forrow, and if they had no regard either to Righteoutnels, or Righ- 
teous Men, yer when Merciful Men, who had fed and cloathed them, were 
taken away, one would have _—_ they would have been concerned, and 
mourners would have gone about rhe ttreers, aud tears would have poured 
our from all eyes, bur ſuch a general {tupidiry was among them, that as 
the Prophet faich, 1Vo man laycth it to heart ;, they cared net for them while 
they lived, nor feared the evils to come when they were dead ; they neither 
conſidered the ſignal Providence of God, in raking others away by Death, 
nor how ſoon they themfelves might be taken away. Nay, perhaps ſuch 
was their hardneſs of heart, thar rhey rejoyced at their Deaths, and were 
more glad of their room than. of their compar.y, and perhaps might con- 
clude the times would be better when tuch were taken awa 

Welive in an hard hearted Age, and many behave themſelves under fuch 
awakening diſpenfations, as if ghey had received an expreis command from 


God. 


| 
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God (as the Prophet in the Text did) to exempt them from all mourning, 


weeping and ſorrow, or any expreſſion of Religious Lamentation. Th 
are like the Sroicks, who becauſe they could not maſter their affections, ba- 
niſht them altogether ; they think it needleſs, or a thing below them ; bu 
ſet ſuch know thar Religion doth nor aboliſh, but moderate Natural Paſſions, 
and to be without them 15 worſe than to fail in the uſe of them. To ſorrow 
immoderately may ſometimes make perlons like a beaſt, but to be without 
forrow makes men like {9 many ſtones ; let tuch know allo, that they ne- 
glect a Duty that rhe beſt both of the Heathen and Chriſtian World have 
ever practited, and which beſpeaks them void not only of all —_ Grace, 
bur of a good Nature; and when ſuch ſignal diſpenfations of God have no 
influence upon chem, it 15 to be feared that nothing in an ordinary way will 
aTect them. And as it 15 a hainous crime to be obſtinate under ſuch affet- 
ing works of God, fo it's commonly teen, that fuch perſons are ready to 
erect 'I ribunals, and paſs very uncharitable ſentence againſt ſuch as God 
afflicts, or takes a1 ay ſuddenly, or before they are ripe in Nature, and to 
conclude themſelves ro be Gods Favourites upon no other ground bur be- 
cauſe they are permitted to proſper in Worldly things, ana to live to old 
Ape ; that is pertinent advice, Heb. 13. 3. Remember them that are in boiids, 
as bound with them ; and them that ſuffer adverſity, as being your oo alſa 
inthe body. Whatever hath befallen any man m the body, may befal ano- 
ther while in the body, as all men have but one common Nature, fo there is 
bur one event unto all ; therefore let us labour ro get our hearts affected, 
and lay to heart the death of others, and provided we mourn not as perſons 
without hope, nor tuffer our forrow to overflow the banks of moderation, 
but ler Reaſon and Religion begin, ſeaſon, and terminate our forrow ; 
ſuch mourning is good, comely, laudable and pleaſing ro God and all good 
Men. 

5. Behold, and patiently ſubmit ro whar God doth, as the Will of God 
revealed in His Word, ought to be the Rule of all our AQtions, fo the Will 
of God revealed in His Works ought to be the reſt of all our Paſſias, 
When it pleates God to rake away our Relations we ought to be 1enfible, 
and to:-mourn for their lots, yet at the fame thme we muſt by no means 

uarrel, murmur or contend, but fubmit ro Gods Prerogative. Sovereign 
ty cails for ſubjection; Rom, 13. 1. Let every foul be ſubjeft to the bygver 
powers : If eyery Soul ought ro be ſubject ro the Higher Powers on Earth, 
much more to the Higheft Power in Heaven and Earth. V'Vhen Aa 
beard the fad newsof the death of his two Sons in a violent ſudden man- 
ner, it's faid, He held his peace, Levit. 10. 3. He was ſenſible of his lols, 
but as to any impattence or murmuring agaipft God, he held his peace ; 1 
Wiieh 


a” 


= 


when Old El; heard the ad tydings of the ruin of his whole Family, he was 
very ſenſible of the loſs, yet he patiently fubmitred to ir, 1 Sam. 3. 18. It 
is 19c Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. Sovereignty made him ſub- 
mit. Job is an excellent pattern both of affliction and patience ; fee what 
is faid of him, 7b 1. 22. /n all this Job ſinned not, nor charged God with 
joy, Satan had faid to God, that if he wouid touch all thar Fcb had, he 
would curſe himto his face 5 but Job ſnned not as he (aid he» would, bur 
on the contrary, Job bleſſed God ; and in this Satan was proved and decla- 
red alyar. Inall this that was done againſt 7b, he had no ill thoughts of 
God, nor of what He had done, neither did he ſpeak any thing that might 
reflect any diſhonour upon Gods V Vitdom, Goodnels or 1 ruth, nor carry 
the leaſt hg of any folly or injuſtice in God. In all thefe croſſes and 
loſſ-5 he met with, he dtd not quarrel with God ; As to 1. The kinds of 
2Mition laid upon him ; nor 2. As to the inſtruments od employed to af- 
fict him; nor 3. Astothe extent of his Aﬀliction, which touched all that he 
had; nor 4. Asto the Time, and Circumſtances of them ; but he meekly 
and patiently ſubmirs co the Soveraignty of Jehova” m all. And ro bring 
our ſtubborn Hearts, and this patient ſubmiſſive temper rogether, ] ſhall 
offer theſe Conſiderations following. | 

1. Conſider, Who it is that hath taken away. T his argued King David 
into Patience ; Pſal. 39.9. 1 was dumb, and opened not my mouth, (that is, 
by way of Impatience or Murmuring) becauſe thou didſt ut; they that conſi- 
der the Lord did it, will not cams, what is done. | 

2. Conſider, Whatever God hath taken away from any, he firſt gave it. 
This argued holy Job into Patience, Job 1.21. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath; taken avvay, and bleſſed be the name of the Lord. He firſt gave, and 
now he hath taken but what he gave, and bleſſed be his Name for continuin 
it ſo long. When God gives and continues, we ought to be thankful ; _ 
when he takes away, we ought to ſtoup and he patient. 

3. Conſider, God hath a greater Right ro what we have, than we our 
ſelves have : No man can þ that Title to what he hath that God can. 
What Benhadad the King of Afſyria ſpake proudly and falfly to Ahab King 
of Iſrael, Jehovah may moſhyuſtly and truly fay to every man ; 1 King. 20.3. 
Thy ſilver and thy gold is mine, thy vvives alſo, and thy children, even the 
goodlieſt of them are mine. Thus may God ſay toall in reference to all the 
Comforts of Life, and of Life it ſelf; thy Time, thy Relations, thy Eſtate, 
thy Life,yea and all thou haſt is mine. Men may fay inreference to one ano- 
ther, this or that is mine ; bur in reference to God all are but Stewards, and 
he the Proprietor, and his Title is Paramount to all men : Hence he is cal- 
led the Poſſefſour of Heaven and Earth, as having the beſt and moſt abſolute 


and unqueſtionable Title to both. 4+ Con- 


Gods Sovereignty over His Creatures, © - — 


} 


To Wc ae. 


ERIRET,., 


ths * by - == wt 
" ww 
v7 - . 
al eta As Fas. 7 EY 44,7 
- 


Gods Sovercienty over His Creatures. 

: 74, Confider, That there are none but in extremity of Juſtice have forft. 
ed all they have; their Health, their Wealth, their Liberty, their Lives, 
and whatever may be called theirs : And therefore when God deals worf to t! 
with us, he deals better than we deſerve; and it's of the Lords -Mercy tha: #%* 


weare not utterly confumed, and blaſted root and branch. And this may ** 


argue us into Patience, thar God takes away bur fome of our Comfort, * 
when we have forfeired, and he might juſtly take away all. Jeb 37. 23 and 
its {aid, 17 plenty of juſtice he vill nor aff/itt ; he will not exercile his Power chal 
to conſume, or his Juſtice ro deal in extremity with any that fubmir co him, pho 
Seeing then there is no breach ſo wide, but he might make it wider ; nor uy lat 


- Night 1{o dark, but he might make it darker; nor no Wound fo deep, bur cha 


he might make ir deeper ; nor no Crols or Loſs to heavy, but he may ul*" 
Juſtice make ir heavier ; let us patiencly ſtoop to what he duth. Poc 

e. Conſider, 1 he time is coming, when you ſhall meet and enjoy your me! 
Relations again. They are at preſent but gone to bed, and failen alice, WW *" 
and er'e long Chriſt will come in all the glory of Heaven and Earth ; and be 
all thar ever have, or do, or ſhall live to the end of the World, thali b: be. 
raiſed out of their graves, and then Chriſt will Crown the Fidelity ot his Ser ſub 
vants with the fruition of himſelf, and of one another ; and this argued the is 
Theſſalomans into Patience, under the loſs of- their Relations taken away bY 
Death, 1 Thef. 4. 17, 18. Ve ſhall be ever with the Lord, vukerefore corn: 
ore another vvith theſe vvords, There is a vaſt difference between-the Saints * 
here, and what they ſhall be then ; here they are ſubject to loſſes in char. : 
Eſtates and Croſſes in their Relations, blaſtings in their Credirs, and mani Fa 
fold Diſeaſes and Sicknefſes in rhe Body, and Death ic {elf, bur when they}, 
are arrived to the Refurrection of the Juſt, they may ſay farewel all Dit. Ita 
eaſes and tedious Courſes of Þ ryſick, 1 ſhall be fick no more ; farewe!l al” 
Evil Suggeſtions from Corrupt Nature, or from Satan, or any of his Inſtru- 
ments, 1 ſhall be Tempted no more; farewel all Lofles incident to my Eftate, fol 
I ſhall be Poor no more; farewel all Reproaches and unjuſt Reports which 
wounded my Reputation, I ſhall be Defamed no more; farewel all Mourr- W 
ing and Lamenting the loſs of Relations, we ſhall meet and part no more ; and io 
farewel all Sin and ſinful Inclinations, which wyre the true cauſe of al! my % 
Sorrow, I ſhall no more cry out, of a body of Death, or of a hard Impent- o 
tent and Unbelieving Heart. Heaven is a place of ſuch Purity, Peace,Plenty, ” 
and Pleature, that ir admits of no fin, nor diflenſion, nor want, nor pain, 
nor forrow whatſoever, Kcv. 21. 4. And God ſhall wipe away all tear fron 
their eyes, and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neuktr 
ſhall there be any more pain, for the former things are paſſed away. T he mean 


ng is, there ſhall be a freedom from all Evil, whether Sintul or Penal ; and 
; 
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a fruition of all good things, and both theſe crowned with _— ; where- 
fore comfort one another with theſe words. See another place 0 ure 
to this purpglſe, ' Phil. 3. 20, 21. For our converſation 1m heaven, from 
whence vue look for a Savior, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wvho ſhall change our 
vile body, that 1t may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body. We who while 
we live on Earth have a Heavenly Converſation, do look for, long for, 
and pray for, a Saviour to come to Judgment, who when he comes ſhall 
change our vile body : The Greek reads it, who ſhall change, or metamor- 
phole ( 73 onus + maTwo os ruby) our humbled bodies, or bodies of humi- 
lation ; Chriſt when he comes to Judgment will firſt raiſe our bodies, then 
change them, and it will be a glorious change. 'I hele morral Bodies ſhall 
be made immortal, - the fleſhly Bodies ſhall be made ſpirirual, theſe earthly 
Bodies ſhall be made heavenly, thete weak Bodies ſhall be made ſtrong, and 
thete Bodies that in reſpect of the Matter whence they were taken and muſt: 
return, and in reſpect of the Diſeales they are ſubject to are called vile, ſhall 
be made {ike unto the glorious Body of Chriſt ; and if any ask how this can 
be? the anſwer is at hand, according to the vwvorking vuhereby he is able to 
ſubdze all things to himſelf. Here is an Almighty Ageut tt _ to effect 
this, who is able to ſubdue all things ; and therefore this and the conſidera-, 
tion of this may comfort us under the loſs of our Relations, though they part 
n Tears, they ſhall meet in Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, and never 
part. 

5. Behold and conſider Death, both in the apprehenſion of Nature and of 
Farth ; or firſt as we have made it, and then as Chriſt hath made it. 

(1) As we have made it, the conſideration of it is full of dread : It's a 
late of Separation and Deſtruction, and we all ſhrink at it, and flee from 
it. It Comes with a curle and beſpeaks Gods Wrath, for the firft Covenant 
breach ; ro fee Deach on irs pale Horſe isdreadfyl, Rev. 6. 8. but to ſee Hell 
blowing after is very terrible ; to look into the Grave, and ſee che Worm 
of Corruption, that's fad, bur to look lower, and to ſee the never —_ 
Worm gnawing, that's intollerable. Thus conſidered, it made King Davi 
booking on himlelf as a dying Man, to beg reſpite to be ſpared a while lon- 
ger, :hat he might get into a more ready poſture, or be betrer prepared for 


"WW eath; P/al. 39.13. O ſpare me, that I may recover ſtrength, before I go 


Mnce and be no more. 

(2.) As Chriſt hath madeit, and fo death is altered, and changed ; yea, 
anctified and ſweerned, made uſeful and advantagious,; not at al we a, 
much leſs the King of "Terrors, but is made the King of Comforts ; the ſting 
s.taken away, 'and of a Curſe ic's made a Bleſſing. In this ſence St. Pat 
(efired to be diffolved, and to be with Chriſt, Phil. 1. 23. This made old 
Stmeon to rejoyce in the very ſight of — Lith, 2. 29, 39, Lord novv = 

te 


ma " 


20 Gods Sovereignty over His Creatures. 


teſt thou thy Servant Th” in peace according _ word, for mine eyes hay 
ſeen thy Salvation. This, this is that makes perſons willing to.dye yea, to 
chuſe it and rejoyce in it, becauſe Chriſt hath freed them from the flaviſh fear 
of ir, and it hath loſt its ſting in the ſide of Chriſt : Beſides it puts a bleſſed 
end to Sin, and Miſery, opens an entrance into Glory ; that they go 
hence not-only Conquering but Triumphing over Death, though ir be never 
ſo Cruel. | | 

2. Conſider what Death is ? Plato calls it Jutis x 0d) & drdxvas, a Se 
paration of rhe Soul and Body, or the departure of che Soul from the Lody, 
As Nacural Life doth conſiſt in that Union or Bond between Soul and Body, 
ſo Natural Death is the Diſſolution of that Union or Bond; Hence Dearh i 
ſer forth in Scripture by a Departing, by a going Hence, by a Diffolution, 
and by a Removing, and {uch like Phraſes. Yer to ſpeak more ſtrictly, 
Death is nothing elte but the privation of this Natural Life ; and privarions 
cannot be defined but by their Habits ; I mean, ſuch poſicive qualities as they 
bereave us of. Thus Sickne(s muſt be defined by Health, which it bereaves 
us of ; and Blindnets by Sight, which it deſtroys ; and Darkneſs by Light, 
which it excludes ; and Death by Life, which it deprives us of. And hence 
all Philoſophy defines Death by the effects, calling ic a privation of Natur 
Life 


3. Conſider what brought Death, It is Sin; Satan craftily Tempted, and 
man fooliſhly yielded, and God juſtly inflicted Death. By Sin man became 
not onely fubject to ſickneſs, weakneſs and pain, but to Death ; for the 
wages of Sin 1s Death. Sin is rhe meritorious cauſe. of Death, and hath 
made all the Funerals that eyer were or are in- the World. When the Apo 
ſtle Rom. 5.12. had ſaid; death- paſſed upon' all, he gave. this Reaſon, fu 
that all have fined. Man had never fallen into the Grave, -if he. had not fal. 
leninto Tranſgreſion. If Man had not turned from God by ſin, he had ne 
ver been turned either into the Grave, or into Hell; his Nature was not 
ſabject ra Corruption, ti!l Sin had corrupted his Nature. When Man was 
at firſt: Created, Gad put ſuch a Lamp of. Immortality - into him, as ſhould 
have blazed'to Eternity, had not-Man put jt. out by, Sin : For thaugh his Bo 
dy was compounded of {uch contrary Elements, as in corrupt Nature 
neceſſitate a change, yet they were lo tempered in the firſt Man, that there 
would have been no Jarr ; and beſides, he had a Tree of Life, which was 
Sacrament of his Immortality, and was to be a preſervative from all cor 
rupting Alterations, It is Sin then, and: that only, that broughe Deach into 
the World ; ſothat we.may juſtly.take u cs yy amy as that 
which hath rent one Relation and Friend from another; an4 thrown 1ſo.0:any 
Generations into the-Dult before vs, 


4. Conſider 
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4 Conſider the certainty of Death, it will come, it 'will moſt certainly 


rome upon all, there isnoremedy agaitiſt it ; comma vim mortis, non eft me- 

$1127 in hortis. God hath granted great Priviledges'to ſome Perſons and 

clled F funilies, but never to dye was never granted to any. The Plalmiſt purs 

YO forth a peice of Catechilm which no man living can anſwer, P/al. 8g. 48. 

Ve jar man is-be that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death'? ſhall he deliver his Soul 
from the hand of the Grave ? Selah. His meaning 's, none can avoid the 

| 0 fight of Death, nor eſcape the Grave; and he fpeaks of a man in his beft 

dy. fate, as the Hebrew word ſignifies, what ſtrong, what potent, what mighty 

Aly, Man, let him be whoor what he 'will, if he be a living man, he muſt dye, 

ny ſomething equivalent ro Death : And the Aﬀertion is not lefc with- 

"0", FF out that empharical fignal' word, Selah; which ſignifies, mark well what is 

tly, WY here {aid, obſerve it, -pafſsnor by.it, till you have conſtdered- 1t well; thar 

ons BF all that live muſt die, and when they dye are bound for the Grave. Our An- 

7 Y ceſtors gave place to us, and we mult give place to others ; this is a Doctrine 

= which all the World yieldsro : Solomon tells us, Ecel.g. 5. The living know 

"lf that they ſhall dye.  1t you ask a Woman with Child, whether ſhe be Con- 

"ce ceived with a Son, or:a-Daughter 3 or whether the Child will be Wirry, or 

_ Wealthy ; Beautiful, or Deformed ; the will tay ſhe cannot tell: Bur if you 

2 25k her wherher che Child will be: Mortal 'or not, 'ſhe will preſently lay Yes, 
irs furetodye. The very Heathen could fay to one that hoped»ro-prolong 

he his Life, Hac conditione intraſts ut extres ; as ſure as we had a time to be boyn 

+ f we 4ſt have a time to dye. Both Man by Sin hath deſerved-it, and the Righ- 
teous God hath Infallibly appointed ir; and no Natural Scrength, nor Hu- 

ox mane Policy, nor Worldly Greatneſs, nor Eminency of Place, mo nor Spi- 

|. ritual Gifrs and Graces, can exempt perſons from ir. 
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5. Conſider, None knows how foon Death may come : God hath no 
where promiſed any term of Life whatſoever to any man; and rhough all 
canaot fay with Meas, Behold 1 am old, yet all may joyn with him in the 
following words, 1 know not the day of my Death, Gen. 27. 2. And Solomon 
tells us, fan knowerh not his time, Eccl.g. 12. He is as ignorant when he 
ſhall beraken'away by Death, as the Fiſhes of being taken our of the Water, 
or the'Birds of being caught by the Snare : The Glaſs is not more Brittle, as 
what 1s moſt conſtant in mans Life And hence all thoſe Epithets of Dream, 
Shadow, Smoak, VVind, Vapor, and Ship on the Sea, are commonly given 
to this wrerched Life. ' VVe are all Tenants at VVill, and know not when 
our great Landford will rucn us out. 

re are three things very'uncertain concerning Death : 1. The time 
when: 2. Theplace where : '3. The'manner how. In this tence Death 
5 the moſt dark and obſcure thing in the VVorld. Among the many quelti- 
ons God put to Job, rhis is one,, which neither he nor any —— 
D 2 | 
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1 Chambers of Death, and ſleep till the Reſurrection'; J/a. 57. 2. He ſpat 
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Job 38. 17. Have the gates of death been opened unto thee ? or haſt thou (cer 
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the doors of the ſhadow of death ? The queſtion is not whether Fob yak. 
he ſhould dye , for this he, andall men believe ; but it is concerning t 
time when, the place where, and manner how he ſhould dye : The words 
are Metaphorical, and may be underſtood thus. 

1. The Scripture compares the Natural Life of Man to a day. 

2. The endof Natural Life is called night, which follows & day ; oh, 
9: 4+ 1 muſt work the works of him that ſent me while it is day, the nigh 
cometh when no man can work, He calls all his Life a day, in which he was 
to work the works of a Mediator, and his Death he calls night, which ad. 
Mits of no operation. | 

3. The Grave to which Man goes in the evening of his Life is called 1 
Houſe, a Houle appointed for ail living, Job 30. 23. As we go in the 
evening of the day to our Houſes, fo in the evening of Life we go to the 
Grave. 

4- As our Houſes have gates and doors by which we enter into them, {6 
the Grave hath gates and doors by which we enter into it. 

5. As there are Chambers in our Houſes, ſo there are in the Grave, *. $S4- 
lomon calls the Harlots houſe, the way to hell, going down to the chambers of 
death, Prov. 7. 27. Thoſe Chambers of Pleaſure bring perſons to the 
Chambers of Death ; the Grave or Houle of Death is any place in general 
where the dead lye ; but the Chambers of Death may be thoſe particular 
places, where every particular perlon lyes, and may elegantly be called a 

F, 

6. Theſe Gates, Doors and Chambers have their Locks and Keys be- 
longing to them ; Rev. 1. 18. 1 am he that liveth, and was dead ; and be- 
hold I am alive for evermore, Amen, and have the keys of hell and of acath. 
With a Key we open our Gates and Doors, to let perſons into.our Houles; 


' and witha Key we ſhur them in, and let them out again ; fo Chriſt unlocks 


the Gates and Doors of the Grave to let perſons in, and locks them up in 
the Grave, ſo that none can releaſe them, - till He unlocks the Gates and 
Doors by. His Powerful Voice, and calls them -out at the Reſurrection : 
Chriſt by His Active and Paſſive Obedience hath obtained Power to open 
and ſhut Hell and.che Grave, and He hath the Keys of both in His own 


my" A | © his" 
+7. The Scripture tells us that cheſe.Chambers of the- Grave, - have their 
beds for perfons to reſt and ſleep in ; as, when pertons have: been hard at 


work all day, at night they goto their Chambers, put off their cloaths, aud 


£0 to bed and ſleep; in alluſion to thoſe perſons that have been hard at work 
all the day of Life, when the night of Death comes, they go ro bed in the 


enier 
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into peace, = ſhall reft in their beds, each one walking in his upricht- 
wi He ſpeales of Righreons and Merciful Men who watthip God m_— 
and walk before Him in uprightneſs ; theſe dye, and at Death he tells us 
what comes of them, their Souls enter into Peace, that is, into Heaven a 
place of Peace, and their Bodies reſt in the Grave as in a bed : Death puts 
them to bed, the common bed that all che Saints ſleep in, a bed {weetned 
and perfumed by Chriſt Himſelf ; a bed in which they ſleep quietly till 
Dooms day. Thus by opening thele Metaphorical expreſſions, Mans -igno- 
rance, as to the time, place, and manner of dying. is ſufficiently ſer forth ; 
now pur the queſtion to any Man that (od put to Fob-z have the Gates of 
Death been opened unto thee ? He will pretently ſay, oh no, I know nor 
when, nor where, ncr how I ſhall be called from Time into Eternity : 1 
know not whether I ſhall enter into the Grave through 'the Gares of a natu- 
ral or violent, a 1udden or lingering, a rimely or untimely Death ; though 
I know God will bring me to Death, yer I do not know when, - where, or 
how He will do it. , 

6. Conſider, Thatas Death will certainly come, and the time, placeand 
manner is very uncertain ;, 1o when ever it comes it will certainly overcome. 
It was the Motto of a great Warriour, veri, vids, vici, | came,. I faw, 1 
overcame. , This may be-truly faid of Death, it comes, and it overcomes. 
It's called a King, and'the King of 'Terrors; and we may add. it's the Ter- 
ror of Kings. Sin fet a Crown upon the head of this King, and its Empire 
extends to all Mankind ; and it's fo ſtrong that no ſtrength in Nature can 
ſtand before it. . When Solomon would ſhew the ſtrength of Love, he ſets 
it forth by [Death ; Love faith he is ſtrong as Death, 6 is cruel as 
the Grave ; ſtrong as Death which overcomes all; cruel as the Grave which 
ſpares none. We read of mighty Gyants in the Old World, and of Samp- 
ſon, who was ſtrong enough 0 ſlay | a Thouland Men with the yu bone of 
an Aſs ; and we read of Goliah, who defied the armies of Iſrael, and faid, 
five me a man, that we may fight together, 1 Sam. 17. 10. Yea, we read 
of mighty Warriors, who have conquered whole Nations, yer have. been 
all conquered by Death, and none could ever boaſt 'of a Victory over it, 
Chriſt only excepted. It's fo ftrong that nothing can evercome- it, and ſo 
impartial that nothing can bribe or corrupt it, and ſo inexorable that no 
Prayers nor Tears, nor any Arguments can prevail to ſtay its hand, or give 
2 diſpenſation. Death is deaf to all excuſes, to all arguments, to all crying 
and tears whatſoever, and when it comes we mult go withit. » ' 

Laſtly, Conſider the effects of Death, when it comes it doth two things. 

(1.) It makes a ſeparation between Soul and Body, hence called a diffolu- 


tion 3 it not only ſeparates between the neareſt and deareſt Relations, but 


it diſſolves the Natural Union between Soul aud Body, and rends thoſe lov- 
ng 
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ing Companions aſuuder, it breaks all Bonds-except 'that of the Covenay$* © 
berween Godand Believers. 215: to 2: uls 

(2.) It ſends the Soul and Body thus ſeparated: to their proper place. 
Eccl. 12. 7. Then ſhall the duſt. return to the earth as it was, and tit ® 
ſpirit unto God who gave it. Man's a compound of Mortal and Inmortl, ve": 
a Body and a Soul; Death ſends the-Body to the Grave, which is called the 9%" 
Houſe appointed for all the' living ; the Grave is' dark and conſumprive i 
place, where the Body'is gradually turned. igro Duſt and Earth, as it was, ſÞ***' 
and rhe Divine part, or Soul, or Spirit returns to' Gud who gave it, to re- ded 
ceive an Impartial Sentence how it ſhall: go with it for ever z the ſtate of (P" 
the Soul is then to be determined for Heaven or Hell, Salvation or Dainns- 
tion. St. Auguſt ine calls Death Oſtium eAfternitatis, the door that opens to iſ 
Men an Eternity of Life or Death, and then chey hear from Chriſt, either 
come ye blefſed, or depart ye curſed. This is an amazing conſideration that 
Death ſends the Soul immediately to God, as a Righteous and Impartial 
Judge, to poſs Sentence upon it, and to determine irs ſtate for Life and 
Death to all Erernity. Heb. 9. 279. Aru ”m—_ unto men Once to dye, 
fo after that the judgment. He means a partic _—_—_ ftatim a morte 
enjiex;,;, fo as Death leaves perſons, the: grear and general ud ment will 
find them ; both theſe Judgments are ſueceſſively ' before the dying Man; 
and here we may conſider the general and laſt day of: Judgment ar the end of 
the World, when Ghrift ſhall come /Viſibly and Gloriouſly to Judge the 
World. And here wemay conſider, l 

1. The Summons given by the voice of a Trumpet, talled the Trump of NY" 
God, and the laſt Trumpet, whichhall ſound fo loud, as not only to ſtartle £'& 
and awaken the Dead, but' make-them riſe out of their Graves, and both {9 P" 
Earth and Sea ſhall give up their Prifaners, | 

2. The Appearance, which muſt be Quick and Dead, ſmall and great, ©” 
all the World, al} perſons in general, and all their Actions, _= or bad. queſt 

3. The ſeparation.to be made berween rhe precious and the vile : Sheep P® 
and Goats mult no longer feed and fold together, the Sheep muſt be placed NX* 
ou the Right-hand, and the Goats on the Lefr. 

4. The Tryal, which muſt be both of Perſons and Actions, made by ſuch 
infallible Rules, and fuch authentick Witnefles, as none ſhall be able to fault 
or contradict it. 

5- After Tryal comes the Sentence, of Abſolution or Condemnation ac- 
cording to Mens works, good or evil ; to the Sheep the Sentence is, come ye 
blefſed, ro the Goats, go ye curſed. 

6. After the Sentence follows rhe Execution, the Goats ſhall go into Ever- 
laſting Puniſhment, bur the Sheep into Life Ecernal. There will be but two 
forts of perfonsat Judgment, Believers and Jnfidels, one fort go to Heave", 


Te 
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me he other to Hell : Theſe are the everlaſting:recepracles of all perſons, 
"Souls and Bodies for ever after Judgment. Righteous'/Men go to Heaven a 
Jace of Joy and Bliſs, where they enjoy the Beatifical Viſion' of God, and 
ke amazing Glory, the quiet Reſt and perfect SatisfaQtion of Eternity ; 


real (obere chey are freed fromall evil, and have a fruition of ail good, and both 
the hrow11ed with Erernity. 'All Infidels go to Hell, a place of Fire, a Lake of 
tive Wrin/tone, the _ center of mitery, where they are bound hand and foor, 
vas, peat! with many ſtripes, tormented with flames of Fire, gnawed and cor- 
re. ($4ed by the never dying Worm, where both the Tormentors, the ror- 
of ents, and the tormented are immortal. The conſideration of Death in 
na. Wis Larirude, (though it be no pleaſant tubject, and generaily roo much ne- 
to eted, and difficulr ro perform) is that which-bath King /-avid and Aſc: 
ner Wed Pecicion Heaven for help to perform; //4l.39. 4 and P/7l yo. 12. and 


reater than both. did moſt pathetically with his own people to do, even 
Go they lived in the ſight of Death, yet conſidered it not, Dear. 32. 29. 
)that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they wor!d conſider theiv 
__— OL Wiſdom conſiſts in three things : 1. Sight. 2. Choice. 3. Acti- 
' Wi. lt ſees and evil; it chuſes the one and refuſes the other, and as 
choice by conſideration and practice. T'o confider Death thus, doth nor 
\- Woly argue a wiſe man, butis a powerful means to ſtir up perſous to prepare 

of Moric, and this brings us to the laſt thing, F 
7. And Laftly, Behofd, and mike actual preparation for Death. We 
count ic good Husbandry in Temporal Concernes, in Summer to provide for 
Wincer, in a Calm to provide for a Storm, and in Youth to provide for Old 
i&; and we ule to fay Sickneſs and Death are. ſpending times ; ler us lay 
bproviſionfor tuch atime. S9/9-10% gives pertinent Advice to this purpoſe, 
cd. 9. 10. Whatſoever thy hand finds to do, do it with thy might, - for there is 
"wk, nor device, nor God ve, no wiſdom in-the grave, whither thou 
1. "God hath given toevery perſon tome work to do, and inthe winding 
wof Time he will call them to account whether it be done or not. Every 
ae ought to find out his own proper work, and then to do it ; it's not tufh- 
dent 10 kriow our work and to conſider it, and barely to deſire, to hope and 
trefolve to. do jt, except it be aGtually done. To find out the work God 
lh-pur into our hands is one thing, and to do it is another; and therefore 
kith Solo-m9m, whatſoever thy hand finds to do for God, for thy lelf, or for 
«hers, do it with thy might ; that is, do it with thy whole man, and do it 
heedily, fully, and conſtantly ; and he gives a very good reaſon why, be- 
cauſe as all pertons are Travelling to the Grave, fo when they are once ar- 
ved chither, there is a total excluſion of all operation, either of the Head, or 
ofthe Heart, or of the Hand: Death is call'd a goiug the way of all Fleſh, 
inthe way of all the Earth, a going hence and being ſeen no more, and a 
going - 
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going the way whence we ſhall not return, -no;returning thence. to beli-ve o 
repent, to amend whac 4s amiſs, and:to finiſh whar-1s imperfect, Every 
good Chriſtian ſhould be able in fome meature to ſay as Chriſt ſaid win 14 
was about to leave the World, Joh. 17. 4: have glorified thee on th: «av 
I bave finiſhed the vvork wuhich thou gaveſt me to do, He did not one! beg 
che work givenhim, but finiſhed ir, and ſo ſhould all good Chriſtians. 

Death is a very ſolitary and difficult work,” and its hard not ro m::{carry 
in ic ; then Satan ſhoots his hotteſt Darts to batter down the Faith and Hoy 
of goodemen,and to ſhake the very Foundation upon which they build: The 
allo Conſcience is molt quick-{ighted to ſpy Faults, and moſt render to l; 
little Sins to Heart, and moſt ſharp in its Reflex acts, and moſt ſevere in |: 
Accuſations and Cenſures. Death is called an Enemy, and the laſt 1:1emy 
and as ſuch ir proclaims war againſt all Mankind ; and upon occaſion, it n- 
vades the Bodies of men with an Army of mortal Diſeaſes, ſudden Accide-+ 
and deadly Harbingers; it alſo as an enemy Encounters, and ſhoots {uc! 
mortal Darts, that poor weak man cannot ſtand before it, but flies to for; 
refuge or other ; to Friends, to Phyſitians, to Prayers and Promiles, or i 
whatſoever he hopes may help and ſhelter him againſt it, bur this. Enemj 
purſues him, rakes him priſoner, and at laſt deſtroyes whatever is de/troy. 
able in mar, till at laft death it ſelf ſhall be deſtroyed.;_ 1 Cor. 15. 26. Lz 
us prepare to meet this Enemy, by putting on the whole Armour of God, 
that we may be able co ſtand againſt the Afſaulrs of Satan, and of an awk:, 
ed Conſcience ; the more we prepare for it before it come, the leſs ir: 
will do us when it comes. 

If any ask wherein this preparation conſiſts ? I anſwer *: conſiſts i: ty; 
things; 1. In parting with that which makes Death Terrible. 2. In gettios 
what will make it Comfortable. | 

1, Part with that which makes Death terrible ; and that is Sin, the prez: 
troubler on a Death-bed Sin is not only of an infernal Original, and ti: 
Cauſe of Death, but the ſting of it; 1 Cor. 15. 56. The ſting of death is ju, 
The meaning is, that all the fe zhts and fears, all the horror and terror, al 
the pain and {orrow, all the guilt and deſpair there is in Death, it recetves | 
all from Sin z Sin ſtings every member of the Body with pain, and + v1) 
faculty of the Soul mah guilr, it ſoinetimes flies in mens Faces while they live, 
bur in a ſpecial manner when they come co dye. Sin is an evil in it felt, anc 
an evil forbidden, and the cauſe of all evils both in Life and Death and aftc: 


" Death, our hrſt and great care muſt be to ceale, to depart, to abſtain, aw 


to flee from Sin; and to this end, 

_ (1.) Call Sin to mind, commune with your own hearts, think 01, a 
conſider your owt! ways,till you have got a fight of your own fins ; at eat! 
mens fins ſhall be fer in order before them, Jet men call cheir own ſuns —_ 


Io 


